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- TSAIAH XXIV. 9. 


Strong drink ſhall be bitter to them © 
that drink tt. 


W HATEVER injures the moral or 
religious principle in man, whatever 
debaſes his nature, whatever is detri- 
mental to him either in his perſon, cha- 
racer, or fortune; that falls eſpecially 
within the notice of the miniſter of 
Chriſt. You are apprized by the words 
of the text, that I deſign at preſent to 
addreſs you on a ſubjett of daily occur- 
rence and obſervation, the practice of 
drinking to exceſs. Many are the evils 
attending on 1t; and they too reaching 
to a great extent, Individuals, whole 


mentable degree prevails to the deſtruc-. 
tion 


families, and the community feel theſe 
evils; nevertheleſs the practice ina la, 


= 3 


tion of thouſands, and to the diſgrace 


of a civilized and Chriſtian country. a 
l | ti 
StiNNERS of every kind have general- Ne. 
* fome arguments, whereby they en- i; 

eavour to excule or at leaſt ſoften the q 

ſins they commit, thus deceiving them- ti 

| ſelves often to their utter ruin, The ie 

& drunkard pleads for his practices the & 

3 force of habit, the example of others, 

the pleaſures of company, and ſo et 
forth; but I ſhall endeavour to con» 

_ Vince you how fatally he is miſtaken in | 
imagining that ſo much miſchief, as he' W ſe 
brings upon himſelf and others, can be di 

thus excuſed, fo 

e W fe | to 

Ir is worthy of notice concerning the ¶ th 


las of God, that they command no- di 
thing but what is in its own nature be- WW yy 
neficial to his creatures, and forbid no- m 

thing but what is hurtful to them. So- pr 


| briety is commanded becauſe it tends to i er 
improve us in every virtue, invigorates ha 
the mind, promotes our health, and en- th 


a ables us to enjoy every comfort of hu- 
man life: drunkenneſs is forbidden be- 
geauſe it tends to corrupt every good. 
3 e principle: 
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principle within us, unfits us for all the 
offices of our ſtation, deſtroys our health 
and renders us infenfible to every ra- 
tional and ſubſtantial bleſſing. This 
effect of habitual drunkenneſs may be 
inſtanced in a variety of caſes: every 
day's experienee confirms my obſerva- 
tion: and fo juſt are the words of my 
text, taken as a general truth and in- 
dependent of the occaſion of them, that 
« Strong drink {hall be bitter to them 
that driuk it.“ "2 

- Some men have ſo habituated them - 
ſelves to the practice of immoderate 
drinking, that it is almoſt as impoſſible 
for them to leave it off, as fora leopard 
to change his ſpots. This therefore ſhews 
the danger thoſe men incur, who in- 1 
dulge in it at all. In what have tot 
upon this ſubje& I ſhall chiefly confine . 
myſelf to the habitual drunkard; but in 
proportion as others have made a great- 

er or a leſs progreſs towards a confirmed 
habit, my obſervations will apply to 
them likewiſe, at 


Many are the ways by whiche wen 
; 5 | a 
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are drawn into exceſs: as no man ever 


- attained at once to the height of wicked- 


nels, ſo they become confirmed in a 


courſe of drunkenneſs by gradual ad- 


vances. A baſhful compliance with a 
particular ſet of companions, occaſion- 
al intercourſe. with others already ad- 
dicted to this practice, an unguarded 
ſpirit of ſociability, oppreſſion of mind 
under ſome calamity, fatigue of bod 

by ſome extraordinary hon... 
and the like commonly make the firſt 
breach in a ſyſtem of temperance and 
ſobriety. This however ſeldom hap- 
pens without ſome violence and ſecret 
unwillingneſs in the, as yet, ſober man: 
and felf-condemnation is ſure to follow 
it. A return of the ſame circumſlances 
and the fear of ridicule make the breach 
ſomewhat wider, but his repentance is 


ſomewhat abated too: a few returns 


more harden him againſt all miſ-givings 
of an upbraiding conſcience : habit 
commences, and the ſcenes become 
familiar to him : he joins with equal 


forwardneſs his aſſociates in all their 


extravagance and riot: like them too 


he feels the languor and faintneſs 5 
the 
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the ſucceeding intervals of fobriety, 


and waits impatiently for the renewal ' 
of intemperance. Thus, beyond the 
power of ordinary reſiſtance, the whole 
man is changed: his manners, his ideas 
of right and wrong, his language, his 
looks and complex1on, his health—all 
are changed. Nor yet is he arrived at 
the utmoſt height. It is the property 
of ſtrong drink to act with different de- 

grees of influence on the human frame, 


according as we are more or leſs aceuſ- 


tomed to it. In order therefore that the 
15 may be raiſed to the uſual piich, 
the quantity of drink muſt be increaſed 
as we become more and more fami- 
liar with it; and thus all the evils attend- 
ant on drunkenneſs are increaſed pro- 


portionably, all the diſeaſes attendant 


on it gain tenfold vigor, and the man 
is ruined. Such is the general pro- 
greſs and iſſue of habitual drunkenneſs, 
Many certainly do come to ſo ſad an 
end and all who indulge themſelves in 
exceſs may come to it. The danger is 
great and rapidly increaſes :. example, 
encouragement, unhrneſs for ſerious 
buſineſs, languor and faintneſs of ſpirits, 
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of the ſubje& before us, in order that we 
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dlenefs act at length in union; and no- 


ting leſs than the Divine Grace, which 


however from daily defpite to it will 
fearce be granted, can reſcue him from 
deſtruction. | "ym 


Bor we will now take a nearer view 


may the better learn to dread the evils of 
drunkenneſs, moral and natural. The 


_eonverlation 'of 'men, who meet to- 


gether to drown their ſenſes in ſtrong 
drink, in general is calculated to baniſh 
all remains of decency, modeſty, and 


religious awe, One would hardly think, 


that beings naturally endowed with 
reaſon could be fo far degraded. As 


they become more inflamed, nothing 


is to be heard —_— but the 
jeſts of lewdneſs, and the noiſe of oaths, 
profaneneſs and execrations. Thus 


mutually adding to the burnings of in- 
- ternal 1 they encourage each 


other in ſetting at defiance all the re- 


ſtraints of order, decency, virtue and 


religion; and hardening themfelves 
againſt the natural apprehenfions of the 
Supreme Governor of the Univerfe 

. rhey 


=; 
they moek at his laws, his promiſes and 
threatnings, and in defiance of his power 
infult his Holy name. In this manner 
the time is paſt, till every ſenſe is over- 
powered: they reel home venting their 
ceurſes as they ſtagger, and calling blaf- 
phemouſly om their Maket; to the diſ- 
turbance of every peaceable and ſober 
paſſenger, noiſome companions to the 
partners of all their fortunes, the dread. 
of, and ſad examples to, their children 
and ſervants, and a difgrace- to them 
ſelves. Languor and ill-hamour ſue- 
ceed the fit of ſtupe faction; theſe are 
to be diſpelled by ſtrong drink again: 
and the ſame ſcenes thus in a eommuar 
round are renewed every day; tiff an 
untimey end cloſe the ſcene of appetite” 
and riot. In this way every good prin-” 
ciple becomes corrupt: having loft the 
ſenſe of decency and ſilenced the warn-„ 
ings of 1nnocence' and an untainted 
conſcience, even in the intervals of 
ſobriety, they utter things unfit for tie 
ears of every one who either values his 
character, or regards the honor of his 
Maker. n Q 
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Bor the hours of drinking are "INT; 


times accompanied with tragical events 


of a different nature. Men inflamed 
with ſtrong drink are not in a capacity 
to weigh well what they ſay, or to bear 
patiently what is ſaid to them. Argu- 


ments ariſe: paſſion on both ſides is ſtir- 


red up: che whole ſoul is in commo- 
tion: abuſive language enſues: oaths 


and curſes are reciprocally hurled at 


each other: defiance and menaces irri- 
tate Itill farther :- a blow takes place: 
with all the fury ofthe wildeſt animal it 
1s returned ; and one of the party drops 
under the hand (not of an enemy but) 
of a companion, a near neighbour, 
a friend, perhaps a relative, It repent- 


_ ance and lamentation, if worldly goods 


could recall the e ſoul, neither 
tears nor vows would be wanting, when 


reaſon {ſhall have reſumed her place; 
but a deed has been committed in an 


unguarded moment, which will entail 


endleſs miſery on the ſurvivor, and the 


deceaſed is gone in a moment of all 
others the leaſt prepared to receive the 
ſentence that ſhall fix his eternal doom, 
and from the table of drunkenneſs to 

"Iv land 
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ſtand before the throne of God. Some. 
times, and not unfrequently, hath a 
man intoxicated been inatch'd away in 
an inſtant by the immediate operation 
of exceſſive drinking on the human 
frame, thus exhibiting a ſolemn warning 
of the uncertainty of our days and the 
danger of intemperance. There can- 
ot be a more awful inſtance of the poſ- 
ible and -probable effects of drunken- 
eſs than the above; and were they the 

pnly evils attending on it, there is ſuffi- 
ent to admoniſh us againſt a practice 


0 pernicious. | . | 


Bur the miſchief of it ſpreads wider 
ill, and is not confined to the moment 
df intoxication, We have already 
hewn the alteration it works in the 
ul: there is an alteration, which in a 
reater or leſs degree, takes place in the 
dy likewiſe. Strong drink taken in 
ceſs becomes actually a poiſon. It 
ould require perhaps a more extenſive 
nowledge of medicine than generally 
Ils to the ſhare of a Chriſtian miniſter; 
would require the experience of the 
rofeſſed phy ſician to enumerate all the 

effects 


acknowledgment and confeffion of the 


VV 
effects of drunkenneſs upon the body. 
But ſome effects are viſible enough to 

the moſi common obſervation: others IM” 
we admit on the teſtimony of thofe, 
whoſe {tudy and peculiar calling lead 
them to confider them, and even on the 


miſerable {ufferers themfelves. : Rare 
indeed are the inſtances of -habuual 
drunkards attaining to old age. I will 
3 that ſome may have done it, from 
ome aecidental and unuſual ſtrength of 

conſtitution however thus ſhame fully 
abuſed; but the chance is greatly 
againſt them: and experience gonfirms 
what in reafon one might expect, that 
the generality of them die at an early 
age by diſeaſes which may be dated from, 
and have their foundation in, the courſe 
of life they have purſucd. And, by the 
way, it may be aſked whether a man 
who thus ſhortens his days may not be 
_ guilty of one of the greateſt fins within his 
reach; I mean, ſelf- murder. He doubt- 
leſs is inſtrumental to his own deſtruc- 
tion ; and though he may not have fo 
defperate an intention in his mind, yet 
the conſequences of his praclices =_ fo 
2 clear 


— 
Y- Wctear and probable, that he can hardly 
be acquitted of the charge. 
le I nave already hinted, that many a 
hard-drinker has drop'd down in a fit 
of apoplexy. To this he is peculiarly 
able not only in the moment of excefs 
hut at other times. Some are inflamed 
dy an inextinguiſhable fever, which in 
a few days terminates their extence * 


1 others ſo totally diſturb the feat offenſe 
* and reaſon as to deprive themfelves of 
5 both, ſinking into perfect id eon, or 
UY ecome furious with inſanity. Some are 


mitten with the pal/y, and with ſhaking 
eads and tottering limbs muſerably 
iſt for a few years and then fink into 
he grave: others waſte away, a burderito 

hemſelves and a loathfome ſpectaele to 
heir families and friends, with the 
pnawings of a lingering conſumption. 


Wo ome vexed with unremitting and in- 
's Preaſing thirſt go on Miog their bloat- 
* d ſkins and diſtended bodies, till they 


we ſuffocated with the drop/y : others 
VE OE]. | ſeem 


The Author attended 2 perſon for ſeveral months, who 
n conſequence of a long habit of drinking (ſpirits cſpecially} 
4 brought himſelf into the condition here deſcribed» His 


are not fancied repreſentations of the 


too real and obſervable: nay, it is al- 
be the conſequence of a body from a 
a courſe of drinking and to the uſe of 


are gradually conſumed, the found- 
tate of O_o, geo: weaken- 


What a variety of diſeaſes then muſt 


—— 


28 . 
ſeem, as it were, a mere maſs of hu. 
mours, and with borls and blazns tor- 
mented day and night, diſſolve into 
corruption, before the ſoul be ſeparated 
from the half. putrid carcaſe.— Theſe 


effects of habitual drunkenneſs and im- 
aginary conſequences of it, they are but 


moſt impoſſible to ſay what may not 
long and continued practice inured to 
heating liquors. The principles of health 


ation of the ſtrongeſt conſtitution are 
undermined, the body is burnt up with 
liquid fire, the blood kept in a conſtant 


ed, *the inward parts of the body are 
changed in their texture and rendered 
incapable of their deſtined operations. 


originate 
body might be ſaid to have been literally a maſs of corruption. 
Seven or eight ſuceeiſive abſceſſes, ſome of a moſt altoniſhing 
* formed within the time, and at length put a period 
to his life. ö 


* Hence, among other diſorders, ariſcs the jaundice, 3 
diſeaſe ſo common among hard- orinkers. * * A 


E 


hu · Noriginate in ſuch a variety of preterna- 


or- Mural alterations in the human frame! 


no And when to this catalogue of evils we 


ted Madd the innumerable accidents to which 
eſe Ma man deprived of ſelf-government is 
the liable, and of which we daily hear ſome 


m- melancholy ſtory, we cannot but own, 
but repeat it, that “ Strong drink ſhall 
al-Wbe bitter to them that drink it.“ 


10k - | | 
Bur there is an evil, to which per- 


| aff 

to Maps you will give more attention: and 
of Wwhen you ſhall have viewed it in its ut- 
Ith Wmolt extent, it may give you ſome ſur- 


1d-Wpriſe; I mean, the expence incuried by 
are Mthis practice. It is obſervable that in 
ith matters of ſelf-indulgence men ſeldom 
int Nealculate the price of them. Now hard- 
drinking cannot be ſupported without 


en- | 
ire Mconſiderable expence. Let the man 
ed Wwho is in the habit of aſſociating with 
as. Wothers for this purpoſe, eſpecially 1! t 


be in houſes open to the public, calcu- 
ate fir{t the coſt of a Angle night's ex- 


ite | 
eſs: at the end of the week let him 


ion. 
ning 


riod 


enſible of the greatneſs of the coſt at 
the end of a month : and will- ſee with 
altoniſhment 


ake a fre{h account: he will be more 


= 
— — 


18 6 J 
aſtoniſhment what he has ſpent, not on. 
ly not profitably but ruinouſly, at the 
. expiration of the year. All this money 
might have been diſpoſed. of to better 
E which is now gone for ever: 
is wiſe and children might have had 
better fuſtenance and cloathing, who 
have been all this while halt-famiſhed, 
and almoſt deſtitute of neceſſary cover- 
ing: articles even of leſs neceſſity might 
have been allowed and purchaſed ;Þ 
whereas now for bare exigences he is 
afraid of the preſſing creditor, But 
this is not all; let him calculate the 
loſs occaſioned by inability to work 
ariſing from the morning's ſickneſs; 
which lofs is farther aggravated by the 
expence of reviving cordials to enable 
him to work at all. But a thouſand to 
one whole days of idleneſs may have 
ſucceeded nights of drunkenneſs; the 
means of ſubſiſtence therefore have 
been proportionably diminiſhed: and 
if a fever or fit of ſickneſs ſhall have dif-. 
abled him ftill farther, (and this is no 
unjuſtifiable ſuppoſition) he will fee 
how neceffarily “ the drunkard comes 
to poverty.“ His way of living requires 
| | | extraordinary 


19 J 


on-. 4 
thextraordinary ſupplies, but he diſables 
neyimſelf from gaining ordinary. ones: 


hus diſtreſs comes upon him with 


tte | 
daltened ſteps and redoubled force. Yet 


er: . _ d o't —_— 

had gain there is an evil no leſs pernicious 
hon its conſequences; the 40% of character. 
ed, No man of common prudence and dif- 


retion will truſt his concerns in the 
ands of one given to hard-drinking. 
n times of diſtreſs few will be forward 
> relieve him, however ready they may 


ver- 


Zut le to extend their charity around them, 
theWnowing that their beneficence may be 
»rk he very means of his returning to 
ſs ; Nis old ways; ſo ſtrong is the violence 
he f habit! Hence he betakes himſelf 
dle o artifice and cunning to obtain 


hat he might have earned by induſtri- 
us ſobriety, or from the good inclina- 
ion of the friends he would have ac 
ured : his neighbour's property be- 


ve ; | | 
d Homes inſecure : but the plunderer is 
l. length detected; and thus; having 


begun in drunkenneſs, he ends his days 
n diſgrace, or baniſhment, it may be on 
he galloꝛus. Finally, fo deſtructive a 
practice is clearly forbidden by the 
Nord of God, St, Paul, au inſpired 

| | Preacher 
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Fids it. Be not drunk with wine 
wherein is excels,” «© Let us walk 
"honeſtly as in the day, not in rioting 


nunciation? Our bleſſed Saviour him» 
elf ſays, in his exhortation to us to be 


neſs forbidden by thoſe general exhor- 
tations, which every where abound in 


Thus tempora 
over the head of the drunkard : in this 


forward with no hope or aſſurance to 


cern us both in this world andthe next, 


8 ; F 18 1 


reacher of Chriſtianity, repeatedly for. 


and drunkenneſs.” ge not deceived, 
neither fornicators—nor drunkards— 
ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 
What can be ſtronger than this de- 


ready againſt the laſt day, Take heed 
to yourſelves, leſt at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with ſurferting 
and drunkenneſs.” Sobriety is beſides 
aſſuredly recommended and drunken- 


the Goſpel, to pony of mind and body. 
and eternal evils hang 


world diſgrace, poverty, diſeaſe, un- 
timely death await him : he can look 


the happineſs of the next, 
Ir now we regard whatever can con- 


let us be upon our guard againſt falling 
| | into 


0 7 [1 
to a courſe of drunkenneſs, Little 
o men think, whilſt they are preſſing 
pon others their own bad examples, 


Wall? what ruin they may be the cauſe: 
unge do they foreſee the numberleſs 
"uy iſeries they may bring upon them 
> —W&1ves and entail upon their deſcendants, 
* e have taken a ſhort view of the dan- 


rers hanging over their own heads, and 
ave hinted at the miſchievous effects 
$f their practices upon their families. 

is worthy of notice that the moſt 
ured drunkard would not wiſh to fee 
is example followed by his children 
ut how can he preſume to caution 
hem againſt it, when himſelf acts in 
ppoſition to his own precepts ? The 


, in ormer will be followed, and the latter 

"Oy. Nurned into jeſt and ridicule; for he 

1 nly can ſpeak with authority and 
1: We 


eight, who ſhe ws by his practice that he 
aldes the leſſons which he gives. Vir- 
e, religion, intereſt then beſeech you 
d be ſober : your morals, your health, 
he peace and proſperity. of your fami- 
es depend upon your being ſo; for it 


impoſſible to retain them if you are 
"Xt, Wot, It is common, I know, with many 
ing vv ; # ik to > 
nto "i ; TEA ESE | 
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0 unkenneſs; but theſe occational 
15 | = become in time frequent! and 
5 ua}; and-evils ſcarcely ſelt at-pre 
i leit may fall with all their weight bp 
. = heit thoughtlefs heads, Even the mo 
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afluent may injure their jonunes 8 

2 A be; inſtancec iu min 
berleſs examples: thoſe "Yarſtd zd 
above the alley of working ferthell 
Livelihood may be reduced 1 the ud 
moſt want: ths huſband man and med 
1 loſe their ſtrengih and ige 
whereby they now gain their-maintent 
ance: the ſervant may ;forteit the plac 
he holds in the aſfection and ſervice al 
di mäller: and all may ſhorten theft 
days by peculiaf dieses or various ac 
eynts; and, bat concerns us mog 
N may Bulk by theſe mean 
Aa che depths ot BU "and; zuin 
ee ſouls. för ever. THER 
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